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Introduction

Compost for Soil Structure

Compost and Integrated Pest Management

Compost for Climate Solutions Program (CCSP)

Closing and Q&A

AGENDA



Å¬ɐǪǍȺ țʔǩ Ȓɐɶ ǪɐɅɾǸɶʬǍʌȡɐɅẰ

ÅNon -ɶǸȓʔȺǍʌɐɶʳẰẰ

ÅHelping people help the land

ÅFinancial , educational ,  and  

technical  assistance

What is a Resource 
Conservation District (RCD)?





HOW WE WORK

Out reach  &
educa t i on

Techn i ca l ass i s tance
Imp l ementa t i on  

&  mon i to r i ng  
pro j ec t s

San Mateo Resource Conservation District



Why Add Compost To The Landscape?

INCREASES 
SOIL HEALTH 

AND 
STRUCTURE 
FOR BETTER 

WATER 

IMPROVES 
WATER 

HOLDING 
CAPACITY

INCREASES 
PHOTOSYNTHESIS; 
DRAWING CARBON 

DIOXIDE DOWN 
FROM THE 

ATMOSPHERE

ADDS ORGANIC 
MATTER WHICH 
ACTS LIKE GLUE, 

PREVENTING 
EROSION



Healthy Soil Composition



Compost Builds Soil Aggregates 

More pores, 
pipes, and 
pathways for 
water, air, 
and healthy 
microbes



(Illustration: Lisa 

Larsson)

Long-term 

soil C pool

Compost Enhances Plant Growth -> Increases 
Photosynthesis -> Feeds Microbes

http://www.tecknarlisa.com/Startsidan.html
http://www.tecknarlisa.com/Startsidan.html


Why Good Compost Should Be Part Of 
Your IPM Program

Å Introduce beneficial microbes that can 
suppress soil borne pathogens

Å Improve plant health for pathogen 
resistance 

ÅEnhance exchange capacity of soil; add 
nutrient stability and resiliency

ÅAdd organic matter: stable carbon 
moderates pathogen growth



Overview of Compost for Climate 
Solutions Program (CCSP)

Å Program funded by SMC County 
and Cities,  in partnership with RCD.

Å To date have procured and applied 
26,000 tons of compost on 60 
different small farms

Å Program built around high quality, 
clean agricultural compost from 
reliable producers

Å Can work with landscapers

Coastside farm receives compost from Compost Program.



Program Goals

¶ǸǸʌ ʌțǸ >ɐʔɅʌʳẏɾ ǍɅǱ 
ȲʔɶȡɾǱȡǪʌȡɐɅɾẏ ǍɅɅʔǍȺ 
recovered organic 
waste product (ROWP) 
procurement targets.

Educate and support 
the agricultural 
community on 
compost use, on -site 
composting, and 
carbon farming.

Reduce collective 
costs through shared 
administration and 
economies of scale.

Build long -term 
demand for 
compost and 
strengthen the local 
compost economy.



How it Works

Sign Up

Soil 
Sampling

Order and 
Deliver

Spread 
Compost

Verification



How to add compost



Spreading On Prepared Field



Compost Blower Truck



Manure Spreader


