
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR  

SITES PRONE TO FIRES
Information for Business Facilities Prone to Fires 

PLAN AND PREPARE
	� Ensure your facility has a plan for fire prevention, 

including regular inspections and maintenance. 
	� Ensure all staff members are trained in fire prevention 

practices, emergency response procedures and 
stormwater pollution BMPs.

	� Store flammable materials and chemicals in accordance 
with building and fire code requirements. 

	� Store materials like timber, pallets, and cardboard in 
designated areas away from the curb and storm drains. 
Cover small stockpiles of loose materials with tarps 
or other covers. Use perimeter controls around larger 
stockpiles to contain materials.

	� Conduct a walk-through of the property and surrounding 
streets to identify locations of storm drain inlets so they 
can be protected during emergency response or clean up. 

	� Work with your local fire department to ensure 
compliance with fire prevention, and spill prevention 
and release regulations and establish procedures for 
stormwater pollution prevention and cleanup.

	� Have spill kits, absorbent mats, booms, and/or barriers 
on-site to contain firefighting runoff and prevent it from 
entering storm drains, streets, or water bodies.

	� Plan a method for containing emergency firefighting 
water in designated bins/areas for proper disposal, as 
practical.

	� Have a pre-established contract with a fire restoration 
contractor and/or environmental remediation contractor 
for quick cleanup and proper disposal of firefighting 
runoff and materials.

	� Ensure that emergency measures are in place to protect 
storm drains from discharges that may occur during 
firefighting events. These controls, such as mats to cover 
storm drain inlets, berms to block storm drain inlets, 
storm drain plugs, or installed storm drain inlet valves/
locks, should be inspected regularly, maintained in good 
condition, and accessible for deployment when needed. 

Firefighting activities are essential for protecting 
life and property, but they can also pose significant 
risks to the environment if proper precautions 
aren’t taken. Firefighting water, foam, ash, and 
other materials generated during emergency 
responses contain pollutants that, if not properly 
managed, may enter streets and storm drain inlets. 
These pollutants flow through the storm drain 
system to local waterways and the San Francisco 
Bay (Bay) without any cleaning or filtering. These 
pollutants can be toxic to fish, wildlife, and people. 
As a business, it’s crucial to implement strategies 
to prevent these substances from reaching the 
storm drain system.  

Help protect the Bay and local creeks by following 
these Best Management Practices (BMPs).

NEVER ALLOW WASH WATER 
TO ENTER THE STORM DRAINS. 

FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL 
REGULATIONS PROHIBIT ANY 

DISCHARGES OTHER THAN RAIN 
INTO THE STORM DRAIN.
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Information about using Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent firefighting pollutants from entering 
storm drain systems and polluting local waterways, the San Francisco Bay, and the Pacific Ocean.
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LOCAL STORMWATER CONTACTS:

POST FIRE CLEAN UP
	� Clean outdoor areas with “dry” cleaning methods such as sweeping, vacuuming, 

dry-mopping, and drying with absorbents or rags/towels. 
	� If water must be used, then use berms or other protective barriers to isolate storm 

drain inlets. Use a wet-vac or a small pump and hose to collect and store wash 
water in designated containers or a holding tank for testing and proper disposal.

	� Dispose of all debris, absorbent, and materials properly as hazardous waste or to 
the local landfill (if allowed).

	� Check with your local wastewater treatment plant to see if collected firefighting 
water, wash water,  and/or firefighting foam can be discharged into the sanitary 
sewer system. If discharge to the sanitary sewer system is prohibited, it must be 
hauled off-site for proper disposal.

	� After the site is completely cleaned, remove storm drain inlet protection and 
ensure that storm drains are free of any contaminants or debris.

Atherton......................... (650) 752-0555
Belmont......................... (650) 637-2972
Brisbane......................... (415) 508-2130
Burlingame.................... (650) 342-3727
Colma............................. (650) 757-8888
Daly City......................... (650) 991-8208
East Palo Alto................. (650) 372-3189

Foster City.......................(650) 286-3270
Half Moon Bay................(650) 726-7177
Hillsborough...................(650) 375-7444
Menlo Park......................(650) 330-6750
Millbrae...........................(650) 259-2392
Pacifica............................(650) 738-3767
Portola Valley..................(650) 851-1700

Redwood City................. (650) 780-7464
San Bruno....................... (650) 616-7020
San Carlos....................... (650) 802-4212
San Mateo....................... (650) 522-7300
San Mateo County.......... (888) 442-2666
South San Francisco....... (650) 877-8555
Woodside........................ (650) 851-6790

BUSINESSES MUST PREVENT HARMFUL SUBSTANCES FROM ENTERING STORM DRAINS. 
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH DISCHARGE REGULATIONS MAY RESULT IN FINES.

Information about using Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent firefighting pollutants from entering 
storm drain systems and polluting local waterways, the San Francisco Bay, and the Pacific Ocean.

To report a significant spill or discharge of potentially hazardous materials to a creek, the Bay, or the ocean, call Cal OES (800) 852-7550.
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