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Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit (MRP)
 Provision C.4 – Industrial/Commercial 

Inspections
 Provision C.5 – Illicit Discharge Inspections
Other Relevant Provisions

Presentation Overview



 San Francisco Bay 
Municipal Regional 
Stormwater Permit 
(MRP)
Covers 79 cities, 

counties, and districts in 
Bay Area

Municipal Regional Permit



 First adopted Oct 2009
 Renewed every 5 years
 MRP 2.0 Effective Jan 2016
 MRP 3.0 Effective July 2022

Municipal Regional Permit 



San Mateo County Applicable MRP Provisions

C.2 Municipal 
Operations

C.3 New 
Development and 
Redevelopment

C.4 Industrial/ 
Commercial Site 

Controls

C.5 Illicit 
Discharge 
Controls

C.6 Construction 
Site Controls

C.7 Public 
Information and 

Outreach

C.15 Exempted 
and Conditionally 

Exempted 
Discharges

C.17 Unsheltered 
Homeless 

Populations

C.9 Pesticides 
Toxicity Control

C.10 Trash Load 
Reduction

C.11/12 PCB 
and Mercury 

Controls

C.13 Copper 
Controls

C.14 Bacteria 
Controls

C.18 Control of 
Sediment 

Discharges from 
Coastal SMC

C.8 Water 
Quality 

Monitoring

C.20 Cost 
Reporting

C.21 Asset 
Management

C.16 
Discharges to 

ASBS

Topic Specific Pollutant Specific Monitoring/Reporting



 Prevent discharges of 
pollutants and impacts on 
receiving waters
 Regulate by Best 

Management Practices 
(BMPs)

Commercial/Industrial Site Control 
Program (Provision C.4)



 Legal authority = Municipal Code
• Inspect
• Require BMPs
• Issue enforcement actions

Commercial/Industrial Site Control 
Program



Commercial/Industrial Site Control 
Program

Business Inspection 
Plan (BIP)

Types of Businesses for 
inspection,

Priorities,
Inspection Frequency,

List of Businesses

Business Inspection 
Plan (BIP)

Types of Businesses for 
inspection,

Priorities,
Inspection Frequency,

List of Businesses

Enforcement 
Response Plan (ERP)

Protocols for 
enforcement actions,
follow-up inspections,

corrective action 
timelines

Enforcement 
Response Plan (ERP)

Protocols for 
enforcement actions,
follow-up inspections,

corrective action 
timelines

Inspections
(Record Keeping)

Inspections
(Record Keeping)



Corrective Actions
• Active discharge - cease immediately
• Corrective actions w/in 10 business days or before 

next rain event
—Longer if document rationale and time frame 

• Verify corrective actions

Commercial/Industrial Site Control 
Program



 Control illicit discharges not otherwise addressed 
under C.4/C.6/C.17
 Implement Program

• Legal authority
• Centralized complaint collection

—For Public and Staff
• Follow-up to detect and eliminate illicit discharges
• Maintain compliant tracking system

Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination Program (Provision C.5)



IDDE Program

Central Contact Point

Collect information on the 
reported discharge.

Use flow charts/phone 
trees to contact 

appropriate staff and 
other agencies, as 

needed.

Central Contact Point

Collect information on the 
reported discharge.

Use flow charts/phone 
trees to contact 

appropriate staff and 
other agencies, as 

needed.

Enforcement 
Response Plan (ERP)

Protocols for 
enforcement actions,
follow-up inspections,

corrective action 
timelines

Enforcement 
Response Plan (ERP)

Protocols for 
enforcement actions,
follow-up inspections,

corrective action 
timelines

Investigation to 
start within 3 
business days 

(Record Keeping)

Investigation to 
start within 3 
business days 

(Record Keeping)



 Minimum BMPs for various mobile businesses
• Automobile washing
• Vehicle Fueling
• Power washing
• Steam cleaning
• Carpet cleaning
• Graffiti removal
• Pet grooming

Control of Mobile Sources



 Legal Authority
• Hold mobile businesses, businesses, property managers, 

property owners, and entities that hire mobile businesses 
responsible

 Update Inventory Annually
• Countywide inventory – CII Members Only webpage
• Provide mobile business information to EOA

Control of Mobile Sources



 Enforcement Strategy
• Share Enforcement Actions Countywide - CII Members 

Only webpage
• SMCWPPP Letter sent to businesses with multiple 

enforcement actions in different jurisdictions

 Outreach Strategy
• SMCWPPP Fact Sheets

• Coordinate outreach messages with PIP Subcommittee

Control of Mobile Sources



 Inspect Mobile Businesses
• Commercial properties
• Activities during C.4 facility inspections
• IDDE Complaints

Control of Mobile Sources



Other MRP Provisions



 Old Industrial Areas with Moderate PCBs 
Concentrations  
• New Inspection Program!

Provision C.12 PCBs Controls



 Manage discharges from Pools/Spas/Fountains
• Legal authority to prohibit discharge of water containing copper-

based chemicals
• Annually report on enforcement – IDDE Program

 Industrial Sources
• Include industrial facilities likely to have sources of copper in 

inspection programs
• During industrial inspections ensure proper BMPs
• Educate industrial inspectors on facilities and proper BMPs
• Annually report on industrial inspection component – C.4 Program

Provision C.13 Copper Source Control



 Private Land Drainage Areas (PLDAs) addressed by 
July 2025
• New Trash Inspection Program!
• SMCWPPP Training Workshop held January 30, 2024
• PLDA Inspection = On Land Visual Trash Assessment 

(OVTA) + Trash Management BMPs Observations

Provision C.10 Trash Load Reduction



Very High

High

Medium

Low

Trash Generation (Loading)

D

C

B

A

Map Display

Purple

Red

Yellow

Green

Trash Level OVTA 
Score

> 50

10 - 50

5 - 10

< 5*

Range of Trash Volume 
Entering Inlet
(gal / acre / year)

*Equivalent to Full Trash Capture

Provision C.10 Trash Load Reduction



Provision C.10 Trash Load Reduction



 Regional BMP Report submitted Sept 2023
 Sept 2023 & Sept 2025 Annual Reports

• Map locations of unsheltered homeless, MS4s and 
creeks/Bay 

• Report BMPs implemented and effectiveness evaluation
—SOPs for responding to illicit discharges of human waste from 

RVs and/or unsheltered homeless

Provision C.17 Discharges Associated 
with Unsheltered Homeless Populations



 Prohibit Non-stormwater Discharges
• Discharge Prohibitions A.1

 Exempted Discharges
• Provision C.15.a

 Conditionally Exempt Discharges
• Provision C.15.b

Provision C.15 Exempt and Conditionally 
Exempt Discharges



 Flows from riparian habitats, wetlands, natural springs, 
diverted stream flows or rising ground waters
 Uncontaminated and unpolluted groundwater (GW) 

infiltration
 Single family homes’ pumped GW, foundation drains, and 

water from crawl space pumps and footing drains
 Pumped GW from drinking water aquifers
 NPDES permitted discharges - individual or general permits

Provision C.15.a Exempt Discharges



 Statewide Permits adopted by State Water Board
• Drinking Water Systems Discharges
• Discharges from Utility Vaults and Underground 

Structures
• Industrial Stormwater General Permit (IGP)
• Construction Stormwater General Permit
• Small MS4 (Phase II) General Permit

Provision C.15.a Exempt Discharges



 Statewide General Permits
• Apply for coverage by submitting Notice of Intent (NOI)

• Compliance by Regional Water Board or State Water Board

 Municipal Inspectors
• If BMPs not in place and/or discharging pollutants can issue 

enforcement (local ordinance) and/or refer to RWB

Provision C.15.a Exempt Discharges



 Shown as not a source of pollutants or BMPs implemented 
• Pumped GW from non-drinking water aquifers
• Pumped GW, foundation drains, and water from crawl space pumps and 

footing drains
• Air conditioning condensate
• Individual residential car washing
• Swimming pool, hot tub, spa, and fountain discharges
• Irrigation water, landscape irrigation and lawn or garden watering
• Emergency Discharges of Firefighting Water and Foam

Provision C.15.b Conditionally Exempt 
Discharges



 Emergency Discharges of Firefighting Water and Foam
• Regional Work Group

• Regional Firefighting Discharge Report due Sept 30, 2025
—Review adequacy of BMPs/SOPs and recommend changes

• Outreach Materials on containment and cleanup

• Evaluate Large Industrial Sites – New Inspection Program! Stay 
tuned for more guidance

Provision C.15.b Conditionally Exempt 
Discharges



 Evaluate Large Industrial Sites
• Adequacy of BMPs/SOPs for prevention, containment and 

cleanup of emergency firefighting discharges into storm drains 
and receiving waters

• Cause improvements to BMPs/SOPs as appropriate

• Identify Large Industrial Sites – such as IGP sites, gas plants, gas 
concentration facilities and chemical plants

• Annually report on implementation

Provision C.15.b Conditionally Exempt 
Discharges
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