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Presentation is divided into 3 parts:

1) Top Pesticide Inspection Violations in San 
Mateo County

2) Qualified Applicator License/Certificate               
Fumigation Categories

3) Herbicide linked to Tree Die-Off



Top Pesticide Inspection 
Violations San Mateo County*

*2017 to Present
*Excludes Production Agriculture, Pest Control Business and Structural Company 
Inspections



Top Pesticide Inspection Violations San Mateo County* 
(*2017 to Present)
(*Excludes Production Agriculture, Pest Control Business and Structural Company inspections)



Regulation-Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
(CCR 6738) 

• For the most part, other than certain exceptions* , use protective
gloves and eyewear when mixing/loading and or applying pesticides.

• Regulation PPE is different from label PPE. Some pesticide label may
or may not require any PPE at all while regulation PPE requires , in
most instances other than certain exceptions, the use of protective
gloves and eyewear.

#1 Violation



Chemical-resistant gloves  required:

• Mixing/loading or applying
pesticides by hand or ground rig
equipment

• When exposed to application,
mixing, or loading equipment
(such as but not limited to
aircraft, hoppers, tanks, or lines)
that contains or is contaminated
with pesticide.

 If not label specific, use:
 Rubber
 Neoprene
 Other chemical-resistant



Glove Selection (CCR 6738.3)
• New section on glove type and thickness when chemical resistant gloves 

are required by labelling, regulation or permit. All glove barrier materials 
must be 14 mils thick UNLESS barrier laminate or polyethylene glove 
material  are used



Glove Exemptions (less than 14 mil)
• Allow use for a maximum of 15 minutes, fine adjustments to equipment or

other activities that require high dexterity and motor control.

• These gloves can only be used once for the specific task and must be
discarded and not reused.

• Cannot be used for pesticide application or mix/load



Glove liners
Allows the use of “separable” glove liners 
under chemical resistant gloves. These are 
separate gloves – the use of lined, or “flocked” 
gloves, is still not allowed
• These liners are to be made of cotton or other 

absorbent material.
• The liners cannot stick out past the end of the 

chemical resistant glove
• The liners are to be disposed of at the end of the 

day OR to be immediately removed and thrown 
away if they come in contact with any pesticide



Protective eyewear required:
• Mixing or loading or applying pesticides

by hand or ground rig equipment
• When exposed to application, mixing,

or loading equipment (such as but not
limited to hoppers, tanks, or lines) that
contains or is contaminated with
pesticide.

 If not label specific, use:
 Safety glasses
 Goggles
 Face shield
 Full face respirator*



Protective Eyewear
 Provide front, brow and temple protection that conforms to the curvature of 

face and side protection to the user





Prescription lenses must
not interfere with the fit
and function of the
protective eyewear and
the protective eyewear
must not interfere with
the fit and function of
prescription lenses.



Sample violations



Service Container Labeling  
(CCR 6678)

1. Name and address  of the 
responsible party

2. The identity of the pesticide
3. Signal word: "Danger,"

"Warning," or "Caution”

#2 VIOLATION

Incomplete SCL: No Signal Word





“Service container” means any container, other than the original labeled
container of a registered pesticide provided by the registrant, that is utilized
to hold, store, or transport the pesticide or the use dilution of the pesticide

Measuring vessels and application equipment are not considered to be
service containers while they are in use. HOWEVER, they are and must be
labeled as a service container if :
 they are used to store or
 hold pesticides for a prolonged period or
 to transport pesticide down a public road to another site.

This interpretation applies to all application equipment from backpack
sprayers to tractor mounted or towed equipment.



• Prohibits end users from using empty containers that are readily
identifiable or recognizable as food or beverage containers as
pesticide service containers (CCR 6680).



Emergency Medical Care Posting

(CCR 6726)

Posted at Work Site/Service Vehicle:
1. Name of hospital in county
2. Address 
3. Phone number of medical facility

#3 VIOLATION



Emergency medical care posting in binder is NOT
acceptable

Emergency medical care 
posting on window



#4 Violation



Read the Label: New CA or local use 
restrictions



Read the Label: Change in PPE requirements



Handler(s) Trained 
(CCR 6724)
• Before the employee is allowed to handle,

mix/load, or apply pesticides
• Continually updated to cover any new

pesticides that will be handled
• Repeated at least annually.

Licensees (QAC, QAL or PCA are
considered trained and do not need annual
training)

#5 Violation



Sample Pesticide Handler Safety Training Form



Handler Training-Written Training Program 
(CCR 6724(a)

 The training program shall describe the materials used:
• Study guides
• Pamphlets
• Pesticide product labeling
• Safety Data Sheets(SDS)
• Pesticide Safety Information(PSIS) N-Series leaflets
• Slides
• Video

Top Violation



 Information provided and used to train employees

 Identify individual or firm that will provide the training.

 Address each of the subjects that is applicable to the specific
pesticide handling situation.

 Maintain a copy of the training program while in use and for
two(2) years after use at a central location at the workplace.







Hazard Communication/Training: Handler Training
(CCR 6724(b-e) )

Employers must train employees before they handle pesticides
Update the training to cover new pesticides 
Repeat training at least annually (12-month period) thereafter.
 The training record must be retained by the employer for 2 years at 

a central location at the workplace

 Initial training may be waived if employees submit a record showing that
training meeting the requirements of this regulation and covering the
pesticides and use situations applicable to the new employment situation
was received within the last year.

Top Violation



Pesticide Storage: Container Labeled/Closures
(CCR 6676)

Top Violation
Scope: Storage and transportation of any container 
that holds or has held a registered pesticide

All pesticide containers :
• Must carry the registrant’s labeling and 

• All lids or closures are securely tightened.





Respiratory Program: Written Program
(CCR 6739(a),(p)

Scope: Employers of employees wearing respirators when required
by any :

Pesticide labelling

Employer Policy

Regulation

Restricted Material Permit (RMP) condition

Top Violation



 Must develop a written program with worksite-specific procedures 
when respirators are necessary or required by the employer

Example:





Respirator Protection 
Program Form



Voluntary Respirator Use Posting:
Employer may provide NIOSH-
approved respirators at worker’s
request or permit workers to use
their own respirators, if employers
determines that such use in itself
will not create a hazard

NOTE: A respirator program that is
employer policy (though not
required by label, permit condition
or regulation) is NOT a voluntary
use program and is subject to full
compliance with this regulation.



Respiratory Protection-Medical Evaluation
(CCR 6739(d)
 Each employee assigned to performing work that requires wearing a respirator.

Medically evaluated before fit testing and use of respirator.

Medical evaluation required  once (1X) unless :
 There is a change in persons medical condition or
 Change in workplace conditions that may substantially increase the

physiological burden on worker or
 If information from the respirator program indicates a need (such as

during fit testing and program evaluation)

 Records generated from online evaluations are acceptable but must identify
the physician or licensed health care professional and the evaluated employee.

Top Violation



Employer or their direct 
agent need not inspect 
the questionnaires as it is 
considered confidential 
under the Health 
Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA) 
and may not be available.



Sample online medical evaluation



Respiratory Protection-Fit Test Records
(3CCR 6739(e),(p)

Fit test records contain the following required information:

1. Name or identification of employee tested

2. Date and type of test

3. Specific make, model, style, and size of respirator tested

4. Test results

Top Violation



Respirator Fit Test

Workers using tight-fitting facepiece respirators must pass 
the appropriate qualitative fit test (QLFT) or quantitative fit 
test(QNFT)

Fit Testing done every 12 months (with the same make, 
model, style and size of respirator that will be used).

Done prior to initial use of respirator



Qualitative Fit Test (QLFT): relies on the individuals response to the test agent:
• Iso-amyle acetate test (“Banana oil”)
• Sacharin test
• Bitrex Test or
• Irritant smoke test



Quantitative Fit Test (QNFT): numerically measure the amount of leakage into 
the respirator, independent of wearer perception:

• Generated Aerosol, 
• Condensation Nuclei Counter or 
• Controlled Negative Pressure test



 Fit test done every 12 
months for each 
person

 Can be out-sourced or 
done in house



• Respiratory Program: Written Program
(CCR 6739(a),(p)

• Respiratory Protection-Medical Evaluation
(CCR 6739(d)

• Respiratory Protection-Fit Test Records
(3CCR 6739(e),(p)

All 3 respirator violations found during HQ Inspections: 



Handler Decontamination Facilities
(CCR 6734)

For Non-production agriculture and non-agriculture settings:

 Applies only to employees handling pesticides with the signal 
word “DANGER” or “WARNING”.

 Located within 100 feet of the mixing and loading site
for non-production agriculture.

Top Violation



1. Sufficient water
• At least 3 gallons of water
• Of a quality and temperature that will not cause illness or injury and be suitable for

eye flushing
• Can be running water or water in enclosed container

2. Sufficient soap

3. Sufficient single use towels
• Hand sanitizing gels and liquids or wet towelettes are not acceptable in meeting

requirement for soap and towel

4. One clean change of coveralls at each decontamination site.
• Coverall: A one- or two-piece garment of closely woven fabric or equivalent that covers

the entire body, except the head, hands, and feet, and must be provided by the
employer as personal protective equipment.

Handler Decontamination Requirements: 



Note: Decontamination materials 
only for “Warning” or “Danger” 
pesticides must be together (not 
scattered around site) and in 
enclosed container except for water



Summary of  the top 5 pesticide  inspection violations (excluding production agriculture, 
pest control business and structural company inspection in San Mateo County):

Regulation-Personal Protective 
Equipment

Service Container Labeling

Emergency Medical Care 
Posting

Labeling Available at 
Site

Handler 
Trained

Top 4 violations
Encountered 
during field 
inspections (as 
opposed to 
headquarters 
inspections)



Qualified Applicator 
License/Certificate    

Fumigation Categories 



Qualified Applicator License/Certificate    
Fumigation Categories 

Beginning July 2023, DPR has two(2) new fumigation categories
available for Qualified Applicator License (QAL) and Qualified
Applicator Certificate (QAC) holders.

 If you perform pest control using a pesticide labeled as a
fumigant, you must obtain the new:

 Soil Fumigation (Category L) and/or 

 Non-Soil Fumigation (Category M) category(ies). 

Effective January 1, 2024



Soil Fumigation (Category L) 
Perform pest control using a pesticide labeled as a fumigant to
control soil pests in sites including:

• Fields
• Forests 
• Golf courses
• Greenhouses
• Individual tree or vine hole sites

This category does not include non-soil fumigations covered by 
Category M.



Category “L” sample 
soil fumigants



Requires QAC or QAL Category “L” 



Non-Soil Fumigation (Category M)
Perform pest control using a pesticide labeled as a fumigant to:

A.Fumigate enclosed areas including: tarpaulin-covered structures and
commodities, vaults, chambers, greenhouses, vans, boxcars, ships, planes,
and vehicles, containing:

1. Agricultural commodities for post-harvest fumigation; or
2. Nonfood/nonfeed materials including but not limited to: pallets;

dunnage; furniture; burlap bags; planting medium, including potting soil
and potting mix; and win barrels and corks.

B.Fumigate pest burrows in sites including, but not limited to: fields, rights-of-
way, ditches, landscaping, and equipment yards.

C.Fumigate sewer lines, in-service utility poles, or other fumigations not
covered by Category L – Soil Fumigation.

 This category does not include structural pest control required to done under a license or
company registration under the Structural Pest Control Board (SPCB).



Requires  
QAC or   QAL 

category
“M”



Requires  QAC or   
QAL category

“M”



Requires  QAC or   
QAL category

“M”



Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 
form for adding categories to
existing QAC or QAL licensees

www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/forms/pr-
pml-083.pdf

 $50 application fee

 Non soil fumigants can be  use by 
Certified Applicators(QAC or QAL with 
category “M”) or persons under their 
direct supervision.



Takeaway:
Must have Category “M” (in QAC or QAL) if using a non
soil fumigant for vertebrate burrow pest control with the 
active ingredient aluminum phosphide (such as Weevil-
cide or Fumitoxin)

Once have category “M”, apply with our department for
a restricted materials permit(RMP).



Herbicide linked to 
Tree Die-Off



HERBICIDES LINKED TO TREE DIE-OFF

‘Dead, dying and damaged’: Improper herbicide 
use affects hundreds of trees throughout Ventura 
County parks 



April 2019: Ventura County Board of Supervisors requested county agencies  
examine alternatives to glyphosate

July 2019: Ventura Parks started use of the herbicide Polaris herbicide to 
maintain tree wells and for general weed mitigation in various parks 
throughout Ventura County

Feb. 2024 :Notice of Proposed Action (NOPA) based on  “use in conflict with label”, 
failure to meet required “standards of care” and   “inadequate handler training”  …. 
Parks applied Polaris herbicide at rates 33-100% above the rate allowed by label  
and ignored strong label warning against hazards of careless use of the product 
around the trees of desirable trees

Jan 2022: Commissioners office found the trees may have been killed 
accidentally. Investigations found no violations by Ventura County General 
Services-Parks. Ventura Parks said they will stop using Polaris herbicide.
Sept. 2022:More tree mortality  in multiple county parks and new investigation 
launched...Found that Ventura Parks continued to use Polaris  9 more times

Dec. 2021: Reports of dozens of dying trees in Ojai’s Soule Park



Tree wells established using Polaris Herbicide



Oak trees near campsites at Fillmore's Kenney Grove Park



Dead and dying trees (on the left) at the Oak Dell baseball fields in, and untreated trees on 
private property on the right.



 Ventura Parks Department: “Symptoms did not show up until almost 
two(2) years after the applications,”…. “It took time for that chemical to
really seep down into the soil and be taken up by the roots of these
trees.”

 About 400 trees (Mature Oaks, Modesto Ash, Sycamore, Pepper, Pine, 
Walnut , Eucalyptus and Silver Maple Trees)“dead, dying and damaged” 
at numerous parks and recreation areas operated by Ventura County
government which resulted in a $45,000 fine levied against the
Ventura County Parks Department.



Active Ingredient: 
Imazapyr



Polaris Herbicide Label Precautions:
Product Information:
“In perennials, the herbicide is translocated into, and kills, underground or 
submerged storage organs, which prevents regrowth.”

Restrictions and Limitations:
 “DO NOT drain or flush equipment on or near desirable trees or other

plants, or on areas where their roots may extend, or in locations where 
the treated soil may be washed or moved into contact with their roots.”

 Nonagricultural Lands and Forestry Sites: “DO NOT apply more than 1.5
pounds acid equivalent Imazapyr (equivalent to 6 pints) per acre per year.”



Polaris Herbicide Label Precautions

Precautions for Avoiding Injury to Nontarget
Plants: “Untreated desirable plants can be
affected by root uptake of this product from
treated soil. Injury or loss of desirable plants
may result if this product is applied on or near 
desirable plants, on areas where their roots 
extend, or in locations where the treated soil 
may be washed or moved into contact with 
their roots.”



ACTIVE IMAZAPYR, ISOPROPYLAMINE SALT PRODUCT IN DPR PESTICIDE DATABASE



Takeaway on the use of herbicides with 
active ingredient  Imazapyr:
 Read the label: Ventura Parks disregarded strong

label precautions and restrictions regarding root
uptake of product.

 Proper Handler Training: Ventura Parks applied
Polaris at rates 33-100% above the rate allowed
by label and ignored strong label warning against
hazards of careless use of the product around the
trees of desirable trees



Diphacinone Restricted Use Material Status
• Effective January 1, 2024 diphacinone is classified as a restricted

material and adds diphacinone to the regulations for Second-
Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides (SGAR) under the
California FAC 12978.7



• Unlawful to use diphacinone in a:
 residential or home use setting, and
 most industrial and institutional settings(such as restaurants,

grocery stores, airports, offices, construction sites, ports and
terminal buildings, shipyards, timber yards, schools, shopping
malls, sewers, and sewage treatment plants).

• Many nonproduction agricultural uses, such as cemeteries, 
golf courses, parks, highways, and railroads, are also 
prohibited.



• Diphacinone is a restricted material and must be applied by or
under the supervision of a certified applicator.

• Can only be sold to an end user by a DPR licensed pest control
dealer.

• Among the various specific exemptions: Use by a mosquito or
vector control district, including use under a contract with a
pest control businesses licensed by the Department or
registered with the Structural Pest Control Board.



Proposed New Fee Increase



Course ID: DPR-1060-24

SMCWPPP Landscape Integrated Pest  
Management Webinar

1.5 hours: Laws and Regulations
2 hours   : Other

Total 3.5 hours





Department of Agriculture
728 Heller St.
Redwood City, CA  94064
(650) 363-4700
www.smcgov.org/agwm
SMateoAG@smcgov.org

Ask for someone in “Pesticide 
Use Enforcement”


