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2 Part Presentation:

1.New Worker Protection Standards

2.Common violations of Pesticide Laws
and Regulation in San Mateo County



New Worker Protection Standards effective 3/1/18
• http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/rulepkgs/17-001/17-001.htm

• Now aligns with Federal Worker Protection 
Standard

• Revises the training program requirements 
for pesticide handlers working in non-
production agriculture settings, or in non-
agricultural settings

• For all intents and purpose, only Cal. Code 
of Regulations(CCR) 6724 (a-e), which 
refers to handler training, applies to cities. 
The rest of the adopted regulations applies                
to production agriculture
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CCR 6724. Handler Training.
(a) Written Training Program

New 
Form

Not
Required
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CCR 6724.Handler Training(a)Written Training Program
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6724. Handler Training(a)Written Training Program
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•Complete 1 copy for all employees. 
 The Written Training Program does not need 

to be completed for every employee like 
pesticide handler training forms. 

•Describe materials and information 
used to train handlers
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•Address each of the  subjects that is 
applicable to the specific pesticide 
handling situation

•Kept for 2 years at a central location 
at the workplace.



CCR 6724.Handler Training (b) Topics
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Difference between old and new              
pesticide handler training form

New form has 23 specific      
topics : 19 topics for old form

Expanded scope for new form
11



Topic 1: Handler Training            
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Format and meaning of 
information in pesticide product 
label

 Precautionary statements  
about human health hazards



Topic 2: Handler Training

Applicator’s responsibility to protect persons, 
animals, and property while applying 
pesticides;

 and not to apply pesticides in a manner that 
results in contact with persons not involved in 
the application process.



Topic 5:Handler Training 

Where and in what forms 
pesticides may be 
encountered, including:
Treated surfaces
Residues on clothing, PPE, 

application equipment 
Drift



Topic 9:Handler Training
Routine decontamination procedures 
when handling pesticides, including that employees 
should: 
(A)Wash hands before eating, drinking, using the toilet, 

chewing gum, or using tobacco; 
(B)Thoroughly wash or shower with soap and water;
(C) Change into clean clothes as soon as possible; and
(D) Wash work clothes separately from other laundry 

before wearing them again. 



Topic 11:Hazard Communication for Non-Agri. Pesticide 
Handlers CCR 6723

•PSIS N-8 must be posted:
Central location in the 
workplace.
Upon request, the 
employer shall read to the 
requesting employee, in a 
language understandable
to that employee. 
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Hazard Communication for Pesticide Handlers
CCR 6723

• Outlines Rights of Employees:
Right to Access and Review 

records.
Right to Worker’s 

Compensation.
Right to Obtain Information
Right to Report Unsafe 

Conditions
Right to be Protected from 

Retaliation 
17



Hazard Communication for Pesticide Handlers
CCR 6723

• Training each year. References to other 
PSIS. 
N-1 –Working safely with pesticides
N-2 – Storing, Moving and Disposing of 

Pesticides
N-4 – First Aid and Emergency 

Decontamination
N-5 Protecting Yourself from Breathing 

Pesticides 
N-7 Washing Pesticide Work Clothing  
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Hazard Communication for Pesticide Handlers
CCR 6723

•Location of the PSIS N-
Series:
DPR website
Search PSIS
N- Series (Non-
Agricultural 
Settings)  
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Topic 13: Handler Training

20

 First aid and emergency decontamination procedures and 
emergency eye flushing techniques;

 If pesticides are spilled or sprayed on the body, to wash 
immediately with decontamination supplies and as soon as 
possible, wash or shower with soap and water and change 
into clean clothes



Topic 14:Handler Training 

•How and when to 
obtain emergency   
medical care.



• If the employer suspects that an employee could have a 
pesticide related illness or exposure, the employee must be 
taken to medical care immediately

• Be prepared to provide 
 SDS 
 Product name
 EPA number
 Active ingredient
 Circumstances of application or

use that may have resulted in exposure



Topic 15:Handler Training
Prevention, recognition, and first aid for heat-related 
illness in accordance with Title 8 of the California 
Code of Regulations, section 3395
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Topic 18:Handler Training
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Environmental concerns:
Drift

Runoff

Wildlife hazards



Topic 20: Handler Training
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• That employees 
should not take 
pesticides or 
pesticide 
containers home 
from work



Topic 21: Handler Training
Potential hazards to children and pregnant women 
from pesticide exposures, including that:

1.Children and nonworking
family members should 
keep away from treated areas;
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2.After performing handling   
activities or after working in a 
treated area, employees should 
remove boots or shoes before 
entering the home and remove 
work clothes; and

3.Employees should wash or 
shower before physical contact 
with children or family members.



Topic 22: Handler Training
How to report suspected pesticide use 
violations 



Topic 23: Handler Training Rights
The employee's rights, including the right:
(A)To personally receive information about 
pesticides to which he or she may be exposed;

(B)For his or her physician or an employee 
representative designated in writing to 
receive information about pesticides to which 
he or she may be exposed; and



Handler Training Rights
(C)To be protected against retaliatory action 
due to the exercise of any of his or her rights; 
and

(D)To report suspected use violations to the 
Department or county agricultural 
commissioner
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CCR 6724. Handler Training (c)

•Training shall be in a manner the 
employee can understand

•Conducted pursuant to the written 
training program

•Include response to questions. 31



CCR 6724. Handler Training (d)

•Completed prior to handling pesticides

•Updated to cover new pesticides 

•Repeated annually hereafter

•Certified applicators are considered trained 
(example: QAL,QAC,PCA,PAC)
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CCR 6724. Handler Training (e)

•Record the:
 Date
 Extent of training 
Assigned job

•Employee signature required

•Retained for 2 years at a central location at the 
workplace accessible to employees
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Common Violations of 
Pesticide Laws and Regulations 
in San Mateo County: to help 
ensure you are in compliance
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Common Violations in San Mateo County (2011-2019)
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29
22 21

10 5
Service Container

Labeling
Regulation-PPE Labelling Available

at Use Site
Emergency Med.

Care Posting
Labelling-PPE Handler(s) Trained

COMMON VIOLATIONS IN SAN MATEO 
COUNTY (2011-19)
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• Before the employee is allowed 
to handle, mix/load, or apply 
pesticides

• Continually updated to cover
any new pesticides that will be
handled

• Repeated at least annually.

Handler(s) Trained (CCR 6724)

#6 VIOLATION



# 5 VIOLATION

Labelling - Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
(FAC 12973)

*The use of pesticide shall not conflict with the 
registered labeling delivered with the pesticide, or

*All pesticides registered with U.S. EPA have the 
phrase: “It is a violation of Federal law to use this 
product in a manner inconsistent with its Labeling.” 
In other words, the label is the law





# 4 Violation

Emergency Medical Care Posting
(3CCR 6726)

At Work Site 
•Name 
•Address
•Phone number

• Nearest hospital
• In binder, open?
• Posted In vehicle?
• Must be planned in advance



Sample Violation of Emergency 
Medical Care Costing

*Failure to post the handler emergency 
medical care information

*Should have 1 medical care facility per 
county 





• Make sure you have 
the current pesticide 
label on site and 
READ IT

• Label required PPE 
applies to everybody

Read 
The 

Label!



# 2 Violation
Regulation - PPE 
(CCR 6738) 
•Protective eyewear and
chemical resistant gloves
are required even if label 
does not specify any PPE
Certain exemptions



Regulation - PPE 
(CCR 6738) 

•Employees wear coveralls 
whenever they handle 
pesticides with the signal 
word "DANGER" or 
"WARNING"

•Respirators- if label 
requires
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Protective Eyewear required:

Hand-held equipment

Mixing/loading, 
cleaning



Selection of Protective Eyewear
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Chemical resistant Gloves
required:

•Hand held equipment
•Mixing/loading, cleaning

• If not label specific can 
use:
 Rubber
 Neoprene
 Other chemical-resistant



• All glove barrier materials must 
be 14 mils thick UNLESS barrier 
laminate or polyethylene glove 
materials are used
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Labelling -
Personal 
Protective 
Equipment 
(PPE) 
(FAC 12973)

Regulation 
Personal 
Protective
Equipment
(CCR 6738) 

• While the pesticide label might not 
require any PPE, California regulation 
requires the use of protective eyewear 
and chemical resistant gloves



Example: 
No violation for 
Label PPE but 
violation for 
Regulation PPE if 
not using 
Protective Eyewear 
and Chemical 
Resistant Gloves



# 1 VIOLATION!!!

Service Container Labeling
(CCR 6678)

1. Name and address of the responsible party

2. The identity of the pesticide in the container

3. Signal word:"Danger" ,"Warning" or "Caution”
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Sample Violations of 
Service Container 
Labelling
 Not Including signal word
 Not including address of 

company or person 
responsible for the 
container

Wrong Pesticide



39

29
22 21

10 5
Service Container

Labeling
Regulation-PPE Labelling

Available at Use
Site

Emergency Med.
Care Posting

Labelling-PPE Handler(s)
Trained

COMMON VIOLATIONS IN SAN MATEO 
COUNTY (2011-19)
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www.CalAgPermits.org
• Internet based program

-Used by all California County 
Agriculture Departments

•Permit Issuance

•Pesticide Use Reporting



Course ID: M-0389-20
• Meeting Name: San Mateo 
County Landscape IPM Workshop

1.0 hour:   Laws and Regulations
2.5 hours: Other

Total 3.5 hours



2020 San Mateo County
Landscape IPM Workshop

San Mateo County 
Agricultural Commissioner’s Office

728 Heller St.
Redwood City, CA  94064

(650) 363-4700
www.smcgov.org/agwm
SMateoAG@smcgov.org 58
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